Hanna Shelest’s Report on Participation in Annual Symposium of International Relations Scholars, Baku, Azerbaijan, 22-23 October 2010

Hanna Shelest took part in the First Annual Symposium of International Relations Scholars “The South Caucasus in a changing world”, which took place in Baku, Azerbaijan, 22-23 October 2010. The main objective of the Symposium is to enhance regional cooperation and networking. More than 150 experts from 27 countries took part in it, including Turkey, Georgia, Iran, UK, USA, Russia, Serbia, Netherlands, Poland, Ukraine, UAE, Malaysia, Spain, Romania, etc. There were five panels: “Global Challenges in a Regional Context”, “Regional Security Challenges - Conflicts and post-conflict developments”? “Emerging Economic trends in the South Caucasus - the future of IT and energy in the region”, “Religion and Identity in the South Caucasus”, “Foreign Policy in the South Caucasus: Visions, Strategies and Choices”. Hanna Shelest presented a paper on the Institutional Mediation in the Caucasus conflicts, which raised a broad discussion on the role of the international organizations in the region, and attracted interest from the Azeri media. 

According to the words of the Elnur Aslanov, Chief of the Political Analysis and Information Support Department of the Office of the President of Azerbaijan, this Symposium was important and extraordinary event not only for Azerbaijan, but for the whole region, as participation of 27 countries and more than 60 foreign experts, among which were the best in the world academics and practitioners in the sphere of international relations, underlined the importance of this meeting. Discussions which took place in Baku will promote not only the exchange of views and opinions, but also will facilitate in establishment of new interesting contacts. 

Among others in the Opening ceremony took part Dr. Peter Schieder – former Austrian President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, E. Mamedyarov – Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan, Dennis Summut –Executive Director of the London Information Network on Conflicts and State-Building (UK), Elnur Aslanov, Chief of the Political Analysis and Information Support Department of the Office of the President of Azerbaijan, etc. 

The Annual Baku Symposium has been finished by adopting Baku Declaration, in which main ideas on the question of the regional security, protracted conflicts and their influence on the regional security, as well as role of Azerbaijan in the South Caucasus were mentioned. The decision was taken that next Symposium would take place in October 2011. 

Some comments of H. Shelest to the Azerbaijan media you can read here: 

http://www.1news.az/politics/20101022030345455.html
http://aze.az/news_xshelest_usiliy_predprin_43775.html
http://www.1news.az/interview/20101028092830871.html
http://www.today.az/news/politics/75483.html
